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2019 New Titles 

  Summer Reading Challenge 

End of Year 3 

Here are some great books by a variety of authors that you might like to try! This list is a mix of 
books meant for reading alone and books that would be suitable for reading aloud with a parent.  

 

Thrilling Mystery and Terror in The Trapdoor Mysteries Series 

Ten-year-old Tally is a servant girl at Mollett Manor. She sleeps in the 
scullery sink, and spends her days scrubbing, polishing and ironing (when 
she's not secretly reading books); then Tally and her squirrel friend, Squill, 
find a secret library hidden under the manor - a magical library where the 
books come to life! When Mollett Manor is burgled, can Tally use the 
knowledge she knows to catch the criminals? Can they even help her solve 
the mystery of her missing mother? 

For more crime fighting action, read Super Cat vs The Pesky Pirate by Jeanne Willis; Mr 
Majekia by Humphrey Carpenter; and The A to Z Mysteries by John Steven Gurney. 

 

Sam Wu is a true Legend. He stands up to bullies and faces his fears.  

Sam Wu is NOT a scaredy-cat (except he is). When a trip to the Space 
Museum goes terrifyingly wrong, Sam begins a mission to prove to the school 
bully, and all of his friends, that he is a fearless space adventurer. A truly 
laugh-out-loud, voice-led and madcap story of ghost hunting, snakes and 
mischievous pet cats called Butterbutt.  

Another amazing series - Sherlock Sam - is also available in our Junior library. 

 

Sally Rippon creates suspense in this school fiction series: 

Someone has taken something from the principal's office at school! Who would 
have done such a terrible thing? And when one of Billie's friends becomes a 
suspect, will Billie even know who to trust anymore?  

For thrilling adventures, search for books written by the authors: Terry 
Deary, Shoo Rayner, Elizabeth Singer Hunt and Carolyn Keen. 



 

Fizz the Police Dog Series by Lesley Gibbes 

Meet Fizz - the daring dog detective! Fizz wants to be a police dog. He's 
brave, clever and super-fast, but Fizz doesn't look like a police dog. His 
family are show dogs and companion dogs, not working dogs. Fizz longs 
for adventure, and he's determined to try out at the Sunnyvale City Police 
Station. There, he is the smallest, fluffiest dog in the line-up, and he meets 
fierce Amadeus, who definitely wants to be top dog. 

Another dog fiction series you may enjoy is Selby by Duncan Ball. 

And Mr Dog by Ben Fogle 

 

 A sparkling adventure series from Abie Longstaff and Lauren Beard: 

Deep in  the forest there's a very special tree, and inside its truck you'll find 
The Magic Potions Shop. It stocks every kind of potion: Shrinking potion, 
Exploding powder and even Flying Potion! Tibben is learning to be a potions 
master like Grandpa. He tries very hard to help the elves, sprites and goblins 
who come to the shop - but things don't always go to plan. 

If you love magical mayhem, you will enjoy Enid Blyton’s Faraway Tree & 
Wishing  Chair collection; also, the Tashi Series by Anna Fienberg. 

 

 

James is a very picky eater. His dad has to get creative—very creative—in order 
to get James to eat foods he thinks he doesn't like. He presents James with a 
series of outlandish scenarios packed with fanciful and gross kid-friendly 
details—like pre-chewed gum as an alternative to broccoli and lumpy oatmeal 
that grows so big it eats the dog—in an effort to get James to eat. But it is 
eventually James himself who discovers that some foods are not so bad if 
you’re willing to give them a try.  



 

If you love Roald Dahl, you will love Andy Stanton’s Mr 
Gum and Natboff Series - laugh out loud! 
 
Andy is coming to our library in September 2019 so you 
will be able to be inspired by the man himself, buy one of 
his books and have it signed.  
  

 

Dotty Detective Series by Clara Vulliamy 

Meet Dorothy Constance Mae Louise, or Dot as she prefers to be called! Dot 
loves super-sour apple sherberts, running fast and puzzles - especially if they're 
fiendishly tricky. And with the help of trusty sidekick, Beans and TOP DOG, 
McClusky, she is always ready to sniff out a mystery. So when mean girl Laura 
seems set on sabotaging the school talent show, Dot is determined to find out 
how, and save the day… 

For more detective stories, read The Whodunit Detective Agency Series by 
Martin Widmark and Helena Willis.  

 

Wow! It is Sam Watkins’ Fintastic Series - Darcy Dolphin! 

Join Darcy Dolphin and friends for some underwater adventures! In the first 
book of the series, Darcy gets a pet, auditions for the role of Finderella in the 
school play, and solves a mystery on the reef. 

 

For more diary stories, read Kiki by Kyla May. 

 

A thrilling adventure Series By Shannon Hale and Dean Hale.  

Princess Magnolia and Princess Sneezewort have plans...mysterious plans, 
like a princess playdate! They dress-up slam! They karaoke jam! They 
playhouse romp and snack-time stomp! But then a shout from outside 
Princess Sneezewort's castle interrupts their fun. It's a monster trying to eat 
someone's kitty! This is a job for the Princess in Black. Yet when the Princess 
in Black gets there, she finds only a masked stranger and no monster in 
sight...or is there?  



 

The Bad Guys are back with more mishaps and adventures.  

They are the best bad guys in town! 

If you like visual humour, you will also love: Dogman, Lunch Ladies and Big 
Nate. 

 

Alan Macdonald’s brand new adventure- Superhero: 

Welcome back to Mighty High - the school for superheroes. When Dr 
Sinister hatches his latest plan to take over the world, and creates evil 
custard that turns children into deadly blob monsters, what better place to 
try it out than an unsuspecting school? Little does Dr Sinister realise that 
Mighty High is a school for superheroes - they are all acting ordinary to 
pass the school inspection! Can Stan, Minnie, Miles and, of course, Pudding 
the Wonder Dog come up with an anti-custard-dote in time?  

For more hilarious school stories, borrow books from the Jake Cake series by Michael Broad. 

 

Troy Cummings’ series: The Notebook of Doom is one of the most borrowed 
books of this year in the Junior Library. In the year since Alexander and his 
father moved to Stermont, he and his friends in the Super Secret Monster 
Patrol of Stermont Elementary have defeated all kinds of monsters, but now 
they face their greatest challenge, the boss-monster who has kidnapped fellow 
monster fighter Ms. Vanderpants and stolen the Notebook of Doom - and they 
have to do it before Alexander turns eight and stops being able to see monsters. 

Mwahaha...for creepy horror, read Jack Chabert’s Eerie Elementary and for a 
challenge, Marcus Sedgewick’s Elf Girl and Raven Boy.  

 

Ella's family has a big secret - her mummy is a fairy! But sometimes Mummy Fairy's 
magic goes wrong, and it's up to Ella to help. In this book of spellbinding 
adventures about Mummy Fairy and Ella, you'll find flying cars, enchanted 
balleshoes, a unicorn in the kitchen - and of course, Ella's very own magical 
wardrobe. 

A sparkling fairy tale from Sophie Kinsella. 

 



 

 

Award winning Picture Books: 

 

When a wolf cub and little girl are lost in a snowstorm they must find 
their way home.  

 

 

 

In 1914, during World War I, Captain Harry Colebourn, a Canadian 
veterinarian on his way to serve with cavalry units in Europe, 
rescued a bear cub in White River, Ontario. He named the bear 
Winnie, after his hometown of Winnipeg, and he took the bear to 
war. Harry Colebourn's real-life great-granddaughter Lindsay 
Mattick recounts their incredible journey, from a northern Canadian 
town to a convoy across the ocean to an army base in England . . . 

and finally to the London Zoo, where Winnie made a new friend: a boy named Christopher 
Robin.  

 
 
 
 
A patterned text and glowing pictures explore the origins of light 
that make a house a home, in this bedtime book for children. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Join Charlie and Mouse as they talk to lumps, take the 
neighbourhood to a party, sell some rocks, and invent the 
bedtime banana.  
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

The Day War Came by Nicola Davies 
The journey of a child forced to become a refugee when war destroys 
everything she has ever known.Imagine if, on an ordinary day, war 
came. Imagine it turned your town to rubble. Imagine going on a long 
and difficult journey - all alone. Imagine finding no welcome at the end 
of it. Then imagine a child who gives you something small but very, 
very precious...  
 

 
 
 

 
Beyond the Fence by Maria Gulemetova 
 
Piggy lives in a large house with Thomas. Thomas knows exactly 
what Piggy needs. But a chance meeting with a wild pig changes 
everything, and Piggy finds out what lies outside the four walls, 
beyond the fence. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Wolf, The Duck & The Mouse by Mac Barnett 
 
When a woeful mouse is swallowed up by a wolf, he quickly learns 
he is not alone: a duck has already set up home and, boy, has that 
duck got it figured out! Turns out it's pretty nice inside the belly of 
the beast - there's delicious food, elegant table settings and, best of 
all, dancing. And there's something more: no fear of being eaten by 
a wolf! Life's not so bad, considering the alternatives. That is, until a 
hunter shows up.  

 

 

 



 

Hello Goodbye Little Island 

Author Leila Boukarim and illustrator Barbara Moxham will be visiting the 
Junior School Library in 2019.  

Maja had just moved to the little island and she missed home terribly. 
When she finds a friend, things get better, but when her friend moves 
away, her world crumbles once more. With time, Maja discovers that 
distances do not matter; the friendships she finds will stay with her always, 

and goodbyes are not forever. 

Other titles by this writing duo include, Aiden finds a Way. 

 

What's in a name? If you ask her, Alma Sofia Esperanza José 
Pura Candela has way too many names: six! How did such a 
small person wind up with such a large name? Alma turns to 
Daddy for an answer and learns of Sofia, the grandmother who 
loved books and flowers; Esperanza, the great-grandmother 
who longed to travel; José, the grandfather who was an artist; 
and other namesakes, too. As she hears the story of her name, 
Alma starts to think it might be a perfect fit after all - and 
realizes that she will one day have her own story to tell. 

 

 

Evan and his dog do everything together, from eating ice cream 
to caring for their award-winning garden, which grows big and 
beautiful. One day the unthinkable happens: Evan’s dog dies. 
Heartbroken, Evan destroys the garden and everything in it. The 
ground becomes overgrown with prickles and thorns, and Evan 
embraces the chaos. But beauty grows in the darkest of places, 
and when a twisting vine turns into an immense pumpkin, Evan 
is drawn out of his misery and back to the county fair, where 
friendships—old and new—await. 

 

 

 



 

Ada Twist, Scientist and Rosie Revere, Engineer are picture books in 
our STEAM  collection (promoting science, technology, engineering, 
arts and maths). For more brilliant STEAM books, check out our 
STEAM tree in the Junior Library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When the aroma of Omu's homemade stew fills the air, her 
neighbours arrive, one by one, for a taste until all is gone 
except for her generous spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Rainbow Fish by Marcus Pfister is an enchanting children's tale 
that relates how the discovery of a simple act of sharing with others 
can bring joy into one's life. The Rainbow fish who glitters brilliantly 
as he swims throughout the ocean brightens everyone's life by 
sharing one of his "dazzling" scales with each playmate. 

Look out for more Marcus Pfister titles in the Junior Library 

 



 

Brilliant new biographies in non-fiction section: number 920 

 

 

Fabulous non-fiction: 

 

Music Legends by Herve Guilleminot 

The biggest bands...the massive hits...the 40 most memorable music 
legends of all time are here! Learn how these musicians became the 
voice of their generation in this book packed with incredible facts. Meet 
the King of Pop, find out about the Fab Four, learn how Bob Dylan lead a 
revolution, discover the different identities of David Bowie, and fall 
"Crazy in Love" with Beyoncé. Each artist is an icon of their age, but who 
will you add to your playlist? 

 

 

Explore an incredible collection of narratives, featuring fascinating facts 
and stories about the world's deepest seas and oceans. 

Written by Maria Krestnovikoff and beautifully illustrated by Jill Calder.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Why did Roman emperors wear purple? When was 'chrome yellow' 
invented? Which colour is made from crushed beetles? What green 
pigment might be used to build super-fast computers of the future? From 
black to white, and all the colours in between, every shade has a story to 
tell. 

 

 

 

Discover the big ideas that changed our world. From matches to mobiles, 
antibiotics and the flexible drinking straw - some inventions don't just 
change the way we do things but change the world. Some of the biggest 
ideas include the Model T Ford, Edison's lightbulb, Catseyes and the first 
Apple. And find out why the tin can was invented 60 years before the can 
opener 

 

An informative guide to political systems, elections, voting and government 
and issues including feminism, human rights, freedom of speech and fake 
news, all explained with clear text and bright, infographic style illustrations. 
Includes tips on how to argue and debate, a glossary, and links to specially 
selected websites with more information. 

 

 

We have over  20,000 titles in our Junior Library but if you want access to even more, this 
website is a great place to find the most recently published books for 7+ Age Category and 
the Award Winning Books of the Season:   Love reading 4kids 

 
 

https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/


Here is a link to Suggested Reads 2018 from the Junior Library: 

Click here 

 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ze8bdMV9tAULmLLJg9xmlwCDM_bwIDFR8W7FZV-u6n4/edit

